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2017 2020 2023 2024

• 2017: DA Studies on GM Animals and 
New Breeding Techniques conducted by 
Benavidez, PJ II, Halos, SC & Mingala, CN

• 2019: Endorsement of the studies to 
NCBP

• 2020: Creation of an Inter-Agency 
Technical Working Group (IA-TWG) for 
the formulation of GM animal policy

• 2023: Conduct of public consultations and 
further refinements based on the 
recommendations and comments gathered

• Implementation of ARTA Memorandum Circular 
No. 2022-06, which requires the conduct of 
Regulatory Impact Assessment for new policy 
proposals

• Completion of Preliminary Impact 
Assessment in compliance with ARTA 
Memorandum Circular No. 2022-06

Status of the GM Animal Policy



Subject:

Rules and Regulations for the Research and Development, Handling and 
Use, Transboundary Movement, Release into the Environment, and 
Management of Genetically-Modified Animals and Animal Products 
Derived from the Use of Modern Biotechnology



Applicability

✓ GM fisheries and other aquatic resources
✓ GM domesticated animals
✓ Biological agents for agriculture and fisheries used for 

biocontrol derived from the use of modern biotechnology

Products of gene editing are NOT covered                                       
under this Circular.



Guidelines in Making Biosafety Decisions

✓ Risk Assessment
✓ Standard of Precaution
✓ Environmental and Health Risk 

Assessment
✓ Social, Economic, Ethical, and Cultural 

Considerations
✓ Access to Information
✓ Transparency and Public Participation
✓ Prompt and Efficient Action



• Lead in addressing biosafety issues related to 
the country’s agricultural productivity and 
food security.

• Lead in the evaluation and monitoring of 
regulated articles.

• Lead in ensuring that the best science is 
utilized and applied in adopting biosafety 
policies and in making biosafety decisions

• Lead in evaluating and monitoring contained 
use of regulated articles

• Ensure that the applicable environmental 
assessments are undertaken, and potential 
impacts identified.

• Lead in evaluating and monitoring 
bioremediation, improvement of genetic 
resources, and wildlife genetic resources.

• Formulate guidelines and review results of 
assessing the health impacts posed by 
modern biotechnology.

• Lead in evaluating and monitoring processed 
food derived from or containing GMOs.

• Formulate guidelines and review results of 
assessing the health impacts posed by 
modern biotechnology.

• Lead in evaluating and monitoring processed 
food derived from or containing GMOs.

Role of National Government Agencies
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Policy Guidelines

* Please send an email to teambiotech@bai.gov.ph to get a copy of the draft policy.

mailto:teambiotech@bai.gov.ph


Current Status

• Ongoing conduct of full Regulatory 
Impact Assessment (RIA) on the 
proposed regulation, providing relevant 
quantitative and qualitative data on its 
impacts (expected to be completed by 
2nd quarter of 2025)

• Next step: 
Public consultations, particularly on the 
results of the RIA



Policy on New Breeding Techniques

• NCBP Resolution No. 1, s2020 states that 
products of Plant Breeding Innovations (also 
generally referred as New Breeding 
Techniques) may be a GMO if they contain a 
novel combination of genetic material 
obtained using modern biotechnology. 

• Non-GMO or conventional products if they 
do not contain a novel combination of 
genetic material.

→ Will the same principle be applied 
for NBTs in animals?



Current Status

A benchmarking study to look 
into the various aspects in the 

adoption and use of NBTs in 
livestock and fisheries is set to 

be conducted in support of 
policy development—

expected to be completed by 
3rd quarter of the year.
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ISAAA’s GEd Animal Database: https://www.isaaa.org/animalbiotechdatabase/default.asp?RegProcess=1

Gene-edited animals approved in 
the global market



Thank you for your attention.
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